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SS/HS Is Helping To Sustain Communities

Sustainability means that youve got something that works and you want it to stay there.... If it’s
making a difference, you go out and find whatever you need to incorporate—collaboration,
additional funding—and the way to do that is [to] use your evaluation...promote it.... People
won’t support something they don’t see being successful.... That’s again where your evaluation
data is so important. (Project director, Jonesboro SS/HS initiative, Jonesboro, AR)

1 think the biggest impact of our Safe Schools program has to have been community involvement and
bringing people inside the buildings. When people look at schools as a whole, they look at them from
the outside. We are trying to make it a warm environment where... parents can feel comfortable
being a part of [the] community and being part of our building by being inside of it. (Acting project
director, Toledo SS/HS initiative, Toledo, OH)

Sustainability has really been something that has been on our minds from the beginning.... A key
part of that was bringing partners in and promoting the ideas in a way that these ideas became
passions for everybody in the community.... It becomes not a financial kind of...cost-benefit analysis
any more, but part of a way of being and doing business for children and our schools. (Resource
manager, Cayuga County SS/HS initiative, Auburn, NY)
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